
On Ascension Thursday, Kate was wondering if Jesus had the same worry leaving his
disciples as her mother had for her children.  He may have had reason.  The message
is entitled “Our Lost Connection.”  Scriptures were 1 Peter 4:12-14, Acts 1:1-5, and
Luke 24:44-53. 

Grace and peace to all
in the name of Jesus Christ!

A few weeks ago, I told you the story of my
mother’s greatest fear – she worried that after
she was gone her children might lose touch
with one another.  She knew we were so very
different and that things were not always easy
between us.  On Ascension Day, when his
earthly body was taken from the presence of his
disciples, I wonder if Jesus worried about the
same thing.  Without their teacher to connect
them, to make them laugh at their own foibles
and reconcile their differences, without him to
call them into one body, would his followers
lose their connection?

Thinking about the state of Christianity
today, it is apparent that Jesus had reason to
worry.  We may share the name Christian, but
there is great separation, division, and even
hatred among what is meant to be one great
Body woven together by the love of
Jesus.There is no such thing as simply
“Christian” – but conservative and liberal
Christian, progressive Christian, prosperity
gospel Christian, right to life Christian, peace
and justice Christian, open and affirming
Christians, creationist Christian, evolution and
evolutionary Christian, and on and on and on.  I
confessI have seriously considered
discontinuing the use of the termfor myself
because I didn’t want to be taken for “that kind
of Christian” (whatever “that kind” was).  And
that kind would certainly not want to be known
as “my kind.”

In Easter season scriptures, we have been
hearing Jesus’ fervent wish that his
followers“may all be one.”  That they, we,
would love one another as he has loved us. 
Instead we are torn apart and bearing sharp
ragged edges that cut into each other and hardly
dream of ameaningfulreunion.Jesus’s hope that
we be one great witness of love to the world
because of how we love one another has all but
been crushed.  What has happened?  

When I think about zooming my family in
this pandemic time, I realize what makes it
possible is we all hold my mother near and
dearto us.  Our mutual love creates a desire not
only to make her happy, but to live in the same
kind of love that she did, unconditional and
inclusiveofall of us.  Is it possible that over the
decades and centuries since Jesus walked the
earth,Christians have lost our devotion to our
common source – Jesus?  That we have
somehow severed our bond with the one who
called us together to be one body, the one who
constantly, as he met people of difference, did
not walk away, but expandedthe scope of his
love?  

On this Ascension Sunday Luke as writes,
“While Jesus was blessing them, he withdrew
from [the disciples] and was carried up into
heaven,” we need to ask an important question. 
When and how did we lose track of Jesus, so to
the point that we no longer live his way of
living and love his way of loving?

I am going to say something that I have
never said before for fear of sounding like one
of “those kinds of Christians.”  And here it is. 
In our day and age, we have stopped giving our
hearts to Jesus.We may still carry the name
Christian, but it really is a misnomer.  We have
replaced our devotion to Jesus with all sorts of
other things and people, issues and ideas,
movements and ideologies, consumerist values
and capitalist creeds.  

OUR IDOLS ARE SHOWING
Though I have known this for some time, I

have never seen it as clearly as I do now as we
make our way through this painful time of
pandemic.  All our idols are showing. 
Unfettered freedom.  Resolute individualism. 
Exorbitant wealth for the few.  A sacred right
to our guns, lots of them.  Political affiliations. 
Worldly authority.  And anyone who seems to
guard all these things as my irrefutable right.  If
this is what we have stand for as a people, it is
not just that we are not a Christian nation, but
we are an anti-Christian nation.  Because none



of this has anything to do with who Jesus was
and what Jesus taught.

Jim Wallis, longtime editor of Sojourners,
has written a book entitled Christ in Crisis: 
Why We Need to Reclaim Jesus.  And by the

way, if anyone wants to do a
book study on this book
with me, I’m in.  He begins
by telling us that one day he
had decided to reread the
book of Acts (the beginning
of which is our second
reading today) and
throughout this book he was
struck by how in the earliest
record of the church, the

disciples did and said all that they did and said
in the name of Jesus.

Now, the name of Jesus is not a magic word. 
Using it is recognition of his risen presence and
loving power.  Wallis asks:  “Where are those
people speaking now to our growing moral and
political crisis in Jesus’s name?  Or is Jesus’
name being forgotten, silenced, or co-opted for
temporal political power, or even hijacked by
the powers that be?”  (p. 10)  He continues: 
“And here is the hard truth that my reading of
Acts showed me, which also serves as the
diagnosis for why we are in the present crisis
[in which, he says later, “America First” should
sound like pure heresy to any Christian]. 
[Christians] have become disconnected from
Jesus.  We are not standing and acting in his
name with his values, action, and inspiration.”
(p. 10)  Nothing less than “the soul of the
nation and the integrity of faith” is at stake.

As a preacher, I am aware that too many
people have been hurt by the misuse and
manipulation of the name and teachings of
Jesus.  Thus, I tend to speak more often ‘in the
presence of the Spirit” than I do “in the name

of Jesus,” although I know them as muchthe 
same thing.  However, Jesus was a humanbeing
who walked the earth and breathed the air just
like us, and faced the heresies of his time with
honesty and courage while steeped in prayer
and community.  His impact on the world could
not have been greater and thus there have
always been those who have tried to use him
for their own purposes.  

But we have to get back to his central
purposes!  Our idols are not only failing us, but
they are destroying all that is good.  So now,
steeped in prayer and community, and as
clearly as I can in the name of Jesus, I call
usaway from the heresies of our age.  The
heresies that are tearing us up, sharpening our
edges, and allowing such hatred to grow in our
hearts, country, and world.  

For the sake of the poor and the suffering
and the dying,for the disenfranchised and the
outcast…for the sake of the refugee and asylum
seeker, for the victims of discrimination and
violence…for the sake all those suffering
oppression under a power that is not wielded
for the common good…for the victims of
racism, misogynism, ageism, militarism,
homophobia…and for the sake of our earth and
all her abused children, in the name of the one I
follow, I ask us to repent, to turn away from the
path we are on, a path of self and other
destruction.  In the name of Jesus, let us
embrace the Way of all-inclusive love.  

This way is hard and it is demanding.  But
remember Jesus’ words, “Do not be afraid!” 
And the assurance of today’s scripture:  “If you
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the
Spirit of God, is resting on you.”  I pray that we
live in this Spirit!  Amen. 


